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OWENSBORO ROTARY REMARKS 
JANUARY 24,2007 
I. ACKNOWLEDGE REGENTS, EARL FISCHER AND FORREST ROBERTS. 
CITY, COUNTY, AND STATE OFFICIALS - REID HAIRE, TOM WATSON, DAVID 
BOSWELL, TOMMY THOMPSON, AND JIM GLENN. 
2. REFERENCE WKU-O INFORMATION SHEET AND CURRENT DATA FOR 
OWENSBORO PROGRAM. ACKNOWLEDGE MARILYN BROOKMAN AND HER 
LEADERSHIP SERVICE TO THE OWENSBORO COMMUNITY. 
3. WKU COMMITMENT TO OWENSBORO, STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITY. 
COMMJTMENT TO COLLABORATION WITH KENTUCKY WESLEYAN AND 
BRESCIA. WKU PARTNERSHIP WITH OCTC IS MOST IMPORTANT AND WILL 
DEFINE OWENSBORO'S FUTURE. 
4. COMMITMENT TO SEAMLESS TRANSITIONS TO OCTC FROM WKU AND 
RELEVANT 2 + 2 PROGRAMS. RELEVANT TO OWENSBORO'S ECONOMIC 
FUTURE. ONE TARGET AUDIENCE INCLUDES OCTC GRADUATES OVER THE 
LAST 20 YEARS WHO HAVE NOT COMPLETED A BACCALAUREATE DEGREE. 
5. COMMJTMENT TO PHASE II BUILDING. PHASE I WAS DEDICATED TO OCTC 
AND TECHNICAL-RELATED PROGRAMS, WORK FORCE TRAINING, ETC. PHASE 
II IS DEDICATED TO WKU AND AN EXPANSION OF BACCALAUREATE AND 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN OWENSBORO. 
VETOES WILL BE RESTORED WHEN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENES IN 
A FEW DAYS. GOVERNOR FLETCHER, SPEAKER RICHARDS, AND PRESIDENT 
WILLIAMS HAVE ALL CONFIRMED THEIR PLEDGE TO DO SO. 
THE OWENSBORO PHASE II PROJECT MUST NOT CHANGE. TO DO SO WOULD 
RISK EXCLUSION. 
IT IS A KCTCS BUILDING. IT WILL BE BUILT BY KCTCS AND WILL PRIMARILY 
SERVE WKU, BUT WILL CERTAINLY INCLUDE ACCESS BY KCTCS. MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, IT WILL SERVE OWENSBORO. 
MIKE MCCALL AND I HAVE MET TWICE IN THIS REGARD AND WE HAVE HAD 
NUMEROUS CONVERSATIONS. WE ARE ON THE SAME PAGE WITH JUDGE 
HAIRE AND COUNTY LEADERSHIP. 
WE WILL WORK WITH THE COUNCIL ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION (CPE) 
TO CREATE KENTUCKY' S NEWEST REGIONAL POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 
CENTER (GLASGOW, ELIZABETHTOWN, AND SOON OWENSBORO WITH WKU; 
HOPKINSVILLE WITH MURRAY; PRESTONSBURG WITH MOREHEAD; HAZARD 
WITH EASTERN KENTUCKY; AND, A CENTER IN EASTERN KENTUCKY THAT 
INVOLVES BOTH MOREHEAD AND EASTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY). 
6. IT IS IMPORTANT TO REITERATE THE IMPETUS FOR OUR NEW 
COLLABORATION AND EXPANDED CAPACITY IN OWENSBORO. (CENSUS 
DATA IN FOUR COUNTIES WHERE WKU HAS CAMPUSES.) 
7. NEVER BEFORE HAVE WE HAD THE CAPACITY TO ADDRESS OWENSBORO'S 
PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION NEEDS. 
LONGFELLOW BUILDING, OCTCfTRAILERS, AND MODEST OFFICE SPACE ON A 
CAMPUS WHICH HAS ALREADY GROWN BEYOND ITS CURRENT CAPACITY 
8. NOW, HOWEVER, A COMMUNITY APPEARS READY TO PARTNER WITH ITS 
PUBLIC FOUR-YEAR AND GRADUATE INSTITUTION AND CREATE A TRUE 
HIGHER EDUCATION CENTER WITH OCTC AND WKU FOR TRADITIONAL 
PART-TIME, FULL-TIME, AND NONTRADITIONAL ADULT LEARNERS. 
9. IN AN IRONIC TWIST OF CIRCUMSTANCE, THE VETO OF THIS PROJECT SEEMS 
TO HAVE GIVEN JUDGE HAIRE AND HIS COLLEAGUES THE TIME AND 
CIRCUMSTANCE TO CREATE A BETTER OPPORTUNITY FOR OWENSBORO 
THAN WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN CREATED IF PHASE II WOULD HAVE SIMPLY 
BEEN ATTACHED TO PHASE I ON THE EXISTING OCTC CAMPUS. 
'TWENTY-NINE ACRES TO GROW INTO AND CREATE A DYNAMIC 
TRADITIONAL UNIVERSITY PRESENCE. 
'A $6 MILLION COMMITMENT INTO WHICH WE WILL PUT WKU 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICES, ADMISSIONS AND FINANCIAL AID SERVICES, 
STUDENT SERVICES, A BOOKSTORE, AND, PERHAPS, A DINING CAPACITY 
FOR THE ENTIRE CAMPUS IS SOMETHING THAT OCTC, WKU, AND 
OWENSBORO HAVE NEVER HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE. 
THIS COMMUNITY, WITH REID'S LEADERSHIP, USED THE PERIOD BETWEEN 
THE VETO AND THE BEGINNING OF THE 2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION TO 
CONCEIVE, APPROVE, AND COMMIT TO THE OPPORTUNITY BEFORE US. 
10. THE BRICK AND MORTAR PART OF THIS PLAN, HOWEVER, IS THE LEAST 
EXPENSIVE PART OF THE STARTUP. THE EXPENSIVE PARTS WILL BE ADDING 
FACULTY, STAFF, CURRICULUM, ETC. THESE COSTS WILL BE RECURRING 
RATHER THAN ONE TIME IN NATURE. 
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II. WE HAVE BEGUN A PROCESS TO WORK WITH LOCAL LEADERS TO PREPARE A 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING TO WHICH WKU AND THE COMMUN ITY 
WILL ADHERE OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS TO DEFINE THE 
OPPORTUNITY IT WILL INCLUDE LEASE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE LAND 
AND BUILDINGS AND FOR AN EXPANDING CURRICULUM. DON SWOBODA 
AND MARILYN BROOKMAN WILL REPRESENT WKU AND NICK BRAKE AND 
HELEN MOUNTJOY WILL REPRESENT THE COMMUNITY MARILYN WILL 
ENSURE THAT THE NEXT PRESIDENT OF OCTC IS DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN 
THIS PROCESS AS SOON AS HE OR SHE IS ON THE JOB. 
12. IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND, HOWEVER, THAT WE ARE TALKING 
ABOUT TWO SMALL BUILDINGS. ONCE THE EQUIPMENT IS IDENTIFIED TO 
COMPLETE PHASE I, WE WILL HAVE LESS THAN $14 MILLION LEFT FOR THE 
PHASE II BUILDING. THE COUNTY HAS COMMITTED $6 MILLION FOR THE 
CENTRAL STUDENT SERVICE FACILITY THOSE ARE SMALL BUILDINGS WITH 
LIMITED CAPACITY WE MAY, AND I REPEAT, MAY BE ABLE TO GROW THE 
WKU ENROLLMENT TO 14,000 - 15,000 WITH THESE BUILDINGS. OCTC MAY BE 
ABLE TO GROW ITS ENROLLMENT AS WELL WITH THE ADDED CAPACITY, 
BUT IT WILL TAKE MORE BUILDINGS IN THE FUTURE FOR THIS VISION TO BE 
REALIZED. WE WILL NEED THE OWENSBORO BUSINESS COMMUNITY TO 
ASSIST IN THIS EFFORT. IT HAS TAKEN US TEN YEARS TO GET WHAT 
INITIALLY WAS A SINGLE OWENSBORO BUILDING BUILT THROUGH THE 
STATE. NOW, AFTER TWO PHASES, A PURSUIT THAT STARTED IN 1998 WILL 
BE FINALLY REALIZED IN 2009 WHEN PHASE II OF THE BUILDING FINALLY 
OPENS. 
WE WILL PURSUE FUTURE STATE BUILDINGS, BUT WE CANNOT RELY ON OR 
WAIT FOR THE STATE TO DO THIS FOR US. LOCAL INITIATIVE MUST 
CONTINUE TO DRIVE THIS OPPORTUNITY 
13. WKU HAS DEDICATED $300,000 IN NEXT YEAR'S CAMPUS BUDGET FOR 
CAMPUS PROGRAMS AND ADDITIONAL FACULTY IN OWENSBORO AND 
ELIZABETHTOWN. 
14. WE ARE AT WORK WITH LOCAL LEADERS TO CREATE NEW ACADEMIC 
PROGRAMS: 
'BIOTECHNOLOGY AND OTHER DISCIPLINES RELATED TO THE STRONG 
AGRICULTURAL BASE IN THIS REGION. 
'DEGREE PROGRAMS IN TECHNOLOGY MANAGEMENT, COMPUTER 
TECHNOLOGY, AND COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS ARE BEING 
DEVELOPED. 
'A NEW BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 2 + 2 PROGRAM BEGINS THIS FALL. 
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'NEW AND EXPANDED PROGRAMS IN EDUCATION (ELEMENTARY, 
SECONDARY, LIBRARY MEDIA, SPECIAL AND EARLY-CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION) ARE BEING DEVELOPED. 
'AN EXPANDED OFFERING IN ARCH ITECTURAL MANUFACTURING 
SCIENCES IN BOTH THE BACHELOR'S AND MASTER'S DEGREE IS BEING 
INTRODUCED. 
'WE ARE WORKlNG WITH CPE TO CREATE A DOCTORAL PROGRAM IN 
EDUCATION LEADERSHIP FOR YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 
AND FACULTY. 
'PERHAPS YOUR GREATEST NEED IS IN THE AREA OF HEALTH CARE, 
PARTICULARLY NURSING BUT ALSO COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 
AND OTHER ALLIED HEALTH DISCIPLINES. WE WOULD LIKE TO 
PARTNER WITH OMHS IN TH E CREATION OF A DRAMATIC NEW 
EMPHASIS ON NURSING EDUCATION IN THE OWENSBORO AREA, WITH 
OCTC AT THE ASSOCIATE LEVEL, AND THROUGH THE WKU SCHOOL OF 
NURSING AT T HE BACCALAUREATE AND ABOVE LEVELS. I LOOK 
FORWARD TO COMMUNICATING WITH JEFF BARBER IN THIS REGARD. 
'FORREST ROBERTS HAS PLAYED THE LEAD IN CREATING AN 
INTERESTING SET OF COURSES IN BLUEGRASS MUSIC TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF OWENSBORO'S UN IQUE CULTURE. 
'WE WILL ALSO EXPLORE PROGRAMS IN ENGINEERING AS WKU'S NEW 
PROGRAMS IN ELECTRICAL, MECHANICAL, AND CIVIL ENGINEERING 
CONTINUE TO MATURE. 
15. THE POINT IS, WKU IS AGGRESS IVELY SEEKING RELEVANT DEGREE 
PROGRAMS TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LI FE IN THIS COMMUNITY TO 
CHANGE THE CENSUS NUMBERS THAT YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU, TO DRIVE 
THE ECONOMY, AND TO ENHANCE BOTH THE QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF 
JOBS IN THE OWENSBORO AND DAVIESS COUNTY AREA. 
16. A WORD ABOUT THE CHANGING ACADEMIC QUALITY AT WKU. CENTER FOR 
GIFTED STUDIES. THE ACADEMY OF MATH AND SCIENCE IN KENTUCKY. 
HONORS. 
17. WE INTEND TO OPERATE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL IN ALL ACADEMIC, 
STUDENT LIFE, ADMINISTRATIVE, AND ATHLETIC PROGRAMS AT WKU. WE 
INTEND TO FUNCTION WITHIN A PEER GROUP OF THE NAT ION'S BEST 
COMPREHENSIVE UNIVERSITIES, AND WE WANT OWENSBORO TO BE DRIVEN 
BY THAT SAME ENERGY AND AMBITION AT WKU-O. WE INTEN D TO DO IT 
WITH COMPLETE COLLABORATION WITH OCTC AND WHENEVER POSSIBLE 
4 
WITH KENTUCKY WESLEY AN AND BRESCIA. WE INTEND FOR OWENSBORO 
TO BE A PRINCIPLE BENEFICIARY OF WKU'S VISION TO BE A LEADrNG 
AMERICAN UN IVERSITY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH. 
18. FINALLY, TWO ATHLETIC PERSPECTIVES WHICH ARE ON THE HORIZON. 
FIRST, PLEASE MAKE PLANS NOW TO COME TO BOWLING GREEN ON 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, FOR A 7 P.M. BASKETBALL GAME BETWEEN WKU 
AND KENTUCKY WESLEY AN. PLAYING A NON-DIVISION I TEAM IN A 
REGULAR SEASON GAME, NO MATTER HOW GOOD THEY MIGHT BE, DOES 
NOT HELP AN INSTITUTION 'S RPI RANKrNG WHEN IT COMES TIME FOR NCAA 
TOURNAMENT BIDS AND SEATING. WKU, HOWEVER, UNDERSTANDS THE 
IMPORTANCE OF OUR PARTNERSHIP AND HAS ELECTED TO INVITE 
KENTUCKY WESLEY AN TO DIDDLE ARENA FOR AN IMPORTANT REGULAR 
SEASON GAME. WE ENCOURAGE THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY OF OWENSBORO 
TO SUPPORT THIS. FINALLY, WE HAVE BEGUN A TWO-YEAR TRANSITION TO 
DIVISION I FOOTBALL. THIS IS BEING DONE TO GIVE KENTUCKY A THIRD-
DIVISION I-A FOOTBALL PROGRAM AND A MAJOR MEANS OF SERVICE AND 
ATHLETIC OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR REGION OF KENTUCKY WE NEED 
OWENSBORO TO SUPPORT ITS DIVISION I-A FOOTBALL TEAM. WE MOVE 
INTO A NEWLY RENOVATED STADIUM IN 2008, AND WE WILL BE BOWL-
ELIGIBLE AND CHAMPIONSHIP-ELIGIBLE IN 2009. GEAR UP NOW FOR THIS 
NEW EXCITING OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR REGION OF KENTUCKY 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH. I LOOK FORWARD TO SPENDING A LOT OF TIME 
IN OWENSBORO IN THE MONTHS AND YEARS AHEAD. 
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